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Hisao Naito

Greetings

As Nirasaki and Fairfield approach our momentous
50th anniversary as Sister Cities, | am filled with pride
by the magnificent relationship that we have built.
Since October of 1971, when we formally became
Sister Cities in the interest of cultural and economic
development and internationalization, innumerable
citizens of both cities have built friendly and trusting
relationships like that of long-lost family thanks largely
to the five-yearly goodwill ambassador visits and
foreign exchange student programs.

| was further reminded of the strength of the bond
between our cities following the Great East Japan

Earthquake in 2011, when the people of Fairfield
reached out with messages of solidarity and generous
donations.

For our city, the history of these programs, along
with the friendships that we have cultivated, and the
international perspective granted to our youths, is an
irreplaceable treasure.

To all of those who have worked so hard toward the
success of this project, and to all the people of Fairfield,
| would like to express my deepest gratitude. Finally,
| pray from the bottom of my heart for the continued
prosperity of our cities' union for 50 years more.
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Greetings
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| am especially pleased to recognize the 50th
anniversary of the Sister City relationship between
the City of Nirasaki and the City of Fairfield. Our
continuing exchanges each year have built a strong
friendship between our cities. The student exchange
program has become an integral part of international
goodwill. Nirasaki's students and teachers make
an indelible mark upon our host families and other
Fairfield citizens that we cherish from one generation
to the next. In turn, our students and chaperones
enjoy life-changing experiences each summer when
they visit Nirasaki and receive such loving care from

their host families and City staff.

On a personal note, | will always remember with
great happiness the inspiring official visit to Nirasaki
that my wife and | made in 2006, as part of the 35th
anniversary celebration. Those memories are so
gratifying.

We are grateful for the continued support of Nirasaki's
government and citizens over the past five decades,
and the outstanding work by Nirasaki City staff to
ensure the continued success of the program. It is
my dearest hope that our friendship will endure and
grow stronger in the years to come.
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Our wills as one, forevermore

| would like to express my joy in celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of our Sister City
relationship, and gratitude for the efforts of all involved in the
program.

In particular, | believe it paramount that we continue the
legacy of Kieko Whitaker, whose achievements include
laying the foundation for the foreign exchange program
that continues to this day.Kieko Whitaker was devoted to
the cause, teaching Japanese customs to the students of
Fairfield, paying her own way to visit Nirasaki, and working
as a translator.My late wife, Nobue, once told me that Kieko
took action after being urged by her husband Elbert; “You
are Japanese, so you should do anything you can to help
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Japanese people.” | remember being deeply moved as |
realized the care they held in their hearts for Japan. In 2001,
thanks to the efforts of all involved, a monument was built
honoring the Whitakers' achievements in Nirasaki Central
Park, and it continues to speak to the history of our cities'
relationship to this day. The Nirasaki-Fairfield Exchange
Association was established the year that the monument
was installed and works to continue the Whitakers' mission,
hosting farewell parties for exchange students visiting
Nirasaki and doing what they can to continue cultural
exchange for the youth of both cities.

| pray that our cities continue this relationship and look
forward to building on it further still.
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Fairfield-Nirasaki Sister City Program Chairperson
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Sixteen years, lifelong friendships

Fifty years ago, the cities of Fairfield and Nirasaki agreed
to become sister cities. Since then, hundreds of Nirasaki
and Fairfield residents have visited each other's cities,
learning about their culture, experiencing everyday life, and
most importantly, building new friendships in their sister
city. In 2003 and 2004, we hosted Nirasaki students in our
home. In 2005, my husband and | were privileged to be the
chaperones for the Fairfield summer exchange group. Our
host family, the Akiyamas, took wonderful care of us, and
we fell in love with Nirasaki and Japan. When we returned

home, | was appointed as director of the Fairfield program.
Since then, we have hosted many students and adults,
each time a memorable and rewarding experience. In my
official capacity, | have welcomed many Nirasaki visitors
each year, and have been welcomed in turn in Japan. The
friendships we have made are precious. As the Fairfield
program transitions to a new director, | hope the Sister City
relationship will continue to flourish for another fifty years,
and many more beyond that. Thank you for the extraordinary
friendships, experiences, and care.
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Greetings
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Hiroyasu Asakawa

It is from the bottom of my heart that | celebrate the 50th
anniversary of our pact as Sister Cities. | believe that it is
thanks to the heartful actions of all of those involved that
despite our different cultures and the great distance between
us, we have been able to build this friendly relationship
between our two cities until today. They have my deepest
gratitude.

The visits of goodwill ambassadors and students have been
central to the Sister City cultural exchange, and it is clear
that the Student Exchange Program, which sent the first

group in 1988 and continues today, is an important program
for both cities as it provides exposure to international
education and foreign culture and has significant effect on
the paths of our students' lives.

It is my hope that with the connections that we have made
between our people at the core, we can continue our cities'
friendly relationship as we move forward.

Finally, | pray that we continue to exchange culture between
our cities, and through that develop and deepen the goodwill
between us.
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