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Masami Mochizuki

To the cities of Nirasaki and Fairfield, for continuing the
bond of sister cities for 50 years, | would like to offer
my congratulations from the bottom of my heart. To this
day | remember the first time | stepped onto American
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soil, and the flutter of excitement during Christmas
season as every day we discovered more boxes under
the tree during my homestay as a high school student.
Two years ago, my daughter also participated in the
exchange program, and looking over the program
schedule filled me with nostalgia as well as join that
our sister city relationship continues. | would like to
express my deep gratitude for those that have worked
to continue the relationship and pray that in the future
we can even further deepen our relationship.
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| would like to congratulate Nirasaki and Fairfield from
the bottom of my heart on the achievement of 50 years
as sister cities. My family took in Ryan in 1998, and
Ryan's family took me in from 1999-2000. Through this
experience, | learned the importance of having confidence.
| believe that by interacting with different cultures and
values in my teens, | achieved greater awareness. Now,
with those lessons as the foundation | am building myself
up with experience.

Though | was unable to express it at the time, | am
grateful to those that worked in the background to make
this happen, and | truly hope that the program continues
to develop.
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| participated in the exchange program in my second year
of high school. My motivation for participating was a very
simple one; | had never been abroad. However, through
my time in Fairfield, | met a variety of people. Through
that, | obtained irreplaceable experiences, friends, and
memories. One part that especially remains with me was
the welcome | received from the families that took me in
at my destinations. That welcoming allowed me to feel
for myself exactly what this program has built, and the
significance behind it. Because of that experience, | want
to become a person that can contribute internationally.
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There is no question that it was when | participated in the
homestay program 2 years ago that | truly appreciated
that there are things you cannot understand unless you
experience it. At my house we also took in exchange
students from Fairfield every year, even though | would
ask with interest about Fairfield, it was the meals and
family and living with my host family that made every day
touching. Also, there was a variety of people living in the
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area so | was able to fit in quickly. | felt embarrassed by
our narrow mindedness, that we used to hear “foreign
exchange student” and think of them as a rare thing.
Finally, the most surprising way that | was changed by my
homestay experience was that | felt closer to the world,
as | began to watch foreign news and television just as |
would consume Japanese content. | hope that Fairfield
continues to stay close to Nirasaki as a sister city.
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20th 40th Anniversay Commemoration Goodwill Ambassador
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Kenji Yamadera

In the 30 years following my first visit to Fairfield in 1991 as
a member of the Civilian Business Delegation for the 20th
anniversary of our cities' sisterhood, | have visited Fairfield four
times further.

Over the course of those visits, | felt a gap between the
approaches of each city.Where in Fairfield the program is
civilian-led, in Nirasaki it is led by the government. At first, |
was confused. However, recently Nirasaki has shown signs of
being more civilian-driven as well.As to which is better, that is
a conversation | would like to see happen as we continue to
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| visited Fairfield 20 years ago, in May of 2001. As this is the
50th anniversary for the sister cities, that makes it exactly
30 years since my trip. That same year, at the Tree Planting
Festival, | prayed for great joy to come to the then-Emperor
and Empress as | planted my tree.

In Fairfield, | visited a jellybean factory, toured City Hall, and
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develop our relationship.

Now, when we talk about our relationship with Fairfield, we
cannot begin without speaking about the efforts of Kieko
and Elbert Whitaker.To honor their achievements, on the 30th
anniversary of our bond it was decided to place a monument in
the northeast section of Nirasaki Central Park with the mayors
of both cities in attendance, a grand commemorative ceremony
that | remember fondly.Please continue to honor this monument,
both in honor of the achievements of Mr. and Mrs. Whitaker and
as a symbol of the relationship between our two cities.
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mixed with the locals. | also danced in my yukata. | also visited
San Francisco, where | saw Tiger Woods' golf course. After
that, in winter students from Nirasaki went to Fairfield, and
in summer exchange students from Fairfield visited Nirasaki.
The farewell party then was at the playground of the now-
former Anayama Elementary, where people had a lively time,
bringing crafts, splitting watermelons, and running soumen
noodles down bamboo chutes. Now, because of Coronavirus
prevention protocols everything has been cancelled, but | pray
for their resumption.
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We have reached the 50th year of our friendly relationship
with our sister city, the City of Fairfield. In that time, | was
able to visit Fairfield four times. My first impression came
in May, during the dry season, and to this day | remember
the view of the wide expanses of brown grass interspersed
with pockets of green sprinkler-watered grass. In addition,
the suburbs that | was to stay in were in the lowlands
between hills, looking to me like a community of vacation
homes. It was there that my homestay family took me,
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Receiving the opportunity to welcome an exchange
student and then homestay myself when | applied to the
program in 1988 was, to the 16-year-old-me, a precious
experience that allowed me to experience language and
culture and values different to my own, and gave me an
opportunity to take another look at myself and grow.
When | had the opportunity to visit again in 2016, | was
deeply touched by the local hospitality and culture of
community service, | think | got a slight sense of the
feelings behind those that worked to establish this
sister city relationship. | hope that Nirasaki residents will
continue to involve themselves with this program and that
we can continue to develop it.
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Masayuki Higuchi

and though | was nervous at first because of the gap in
language and customs, they treated me as kindly as a
member of the family. | had the feeling that this is what
America, the Land of the Free is all about. Following that
experience, | hosted an exchange student back at home
in Nirasaki, and to this day we stay in touch via e-mail,
setting the stage to create new history. | hope the program
can continue to exchange culture in a variety of ways we
drive forward toward 100 years.
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45th Anniversay Commemoration Goodwill Ambassador

W7 A

Yuki Yamamoto

24



25

Voice of the Visitors o Nirasaki

7I77 -V NTi—~EIGH -

200948H ~2012%3AALT
ALT, August 2009 ~ March 2012

Kelley Cortright

sY—-a—r51+

| became involved with the Fairfield-Nirasaki Sister City
Program when | was in high school, because some of my
friends participated in it, and | was interested in Japan.
When | finally got to visit Nirasaki in 2005, it changed
my life. My host family was amazing, and | became
committed to learning Japanese and living in Nirasaki
one day.

Before | graduated from university in 2009, | asked Mayor
Yokouchi if there was any way | could work in Nirasaki
as an English teacher, and he said yes! So in August
2009, | moved to Nirasaki and
began teaching English at the
East and West Junior High
Schools. | loved speaking
English with the students and
helping them gain confidence
in communicating. The other
teachers also welcomed me
and taught me how Japanese
schools operate. The city
allowed me to write a monthly
English column in the city
newsletter as well.

Nirasaki became my second
home, and | made many life-
long friends who still stay
connected with me even
though | returned to America
in 2012. Now that my students
have become adults, | am
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always excited to learn what they are doing, such as
studying abroad, pursuing careers, or even competing in
the Olympics! | am so grateful to Nirasaki for making my
dream come true by allowing me the chance to live and
work there. It was a very special experience that | will
remember for the rest of my life.

I'm so glad that our sister city relationship is still going
strong. Now | am living in Tokyo, but | hope to visit
Nirasaki again soon once the Covid-19 pandemic is
under control!
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So much fun!

| was fortunate to be chosen to chaperone the six
Fairfield high school students selected for the trip to
Nirasaki. | really had no idea what the trip would be like,
as the only things | knew about Japan are what | learned
in elementary school, which was quite a few years ago.

| got to stay with the Yamamoto family. They were so
nice. They took me all around the area and we even
climbed Mt. Fuiji (well, a little bit of it). They even taught
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The Gift of Family

| became involved with the Fairfield-Nirasaki Sister City
Program when my daughter, Kristin, became a summer
exchange student to Nirasaki. Hosting and supporting
our visiting Japanese students and chaperones was part
of the reciprocating expectation, a welcome one.

When | volunteered to chaperone a group of our
students a few years later, | was a bit surprised to find
| was in my own home stay experience. The lwashita,
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me how to make pork katsu “Oishii Oishii” . In turn |
asked if | could make them pizza, and they let me cook
for them. It was so interesting to go to the schools and
see and talk to the kids. | am not sure who thought it
was more fun, the kids or our group. | really enjoyed the
trips to Hiroshima and Kyoto. | was very saddened at
the Hiroshima museum.

Nami-san, our city liaison from Nirasaki was so great.
Words could not explain how much | appreciated all she
did to make our visit as fun as it was.

2010 - 2013FE X iEH
2010 - 2013 Guest in Nirasaki
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Takano, Shimizu, and Kondo families were welcoming
and introduced me to so many of their life experiences
from cooking, farming, shopping, dancing, and daily
activities.

On a return trip with my daughter, Lisa, we visited them
all and a teacher, Rumiko, who had chaperoned and
stayed with our family. The relationship of our extended
family has continued online and meeting up on Hawaii
vacations. This was so much more than a home stay; we
are bonded for life! | love my Nirasaki families!
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