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On October 28th, 1971, Kaname Yokouchi, the third mayor of Nirasaki, who had for some time
aspired to form an administration based on the open-minded exchange of culture of economics
through international goodwill, in the interest of playing a part in enduring peace and friendship
world-wide, put his signature on the

document formalizing the relationship Mg R : M B Nirasaki Mayor, Kaname Yokouchi
between Nirasaki and their structurally
similar new Sister City, Fairfield, California.
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In 1968, San Francisco residents and Yamanashi Friendship Association members Osada, Takeshita, and Ono were tasked with listing up
candidates for Sister Cities. Through Osada's son, they were introduced the Fairfield. The measure passed the vote in Fairfield on February
4th, 1971, and based on the similarities between the two cities also passed in Nirasaki to formalize the relationship on March 25th, 1971.
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From the beginning, our cities have deepened our relationship through initiatives waterfowl statue as a symbol of friendship
such as cultural survey trips and observing the Kaiji National Sports Tournament. In
order to further improve our mutual goodwill and understand each other's cultures,
the Waterfowl Statue gifted to Nirasaki as a symbol of friendship during the visit of
the very first goodwill delegation from Fairfield was installed in front of Nirasaki City.
It was also decided that every 5th anniversary of the relationship following the 15th in
1987 would be celebrated, a practice that continues to this day.
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In 1988, 10 years after the opening of Narita Airport, the Exchange Student Program
was launched in the interest of broadening the minds and international experiences
of the young generation. The exchange, consisting of every year of a group of
students from Fairfield doing a homestay in Nirasaki through the month of July and
a group of Nirasaki students visiting Fairfield from mid-December through early
January, has taken place nearly 60 times up to now. It has built on our friendship,
allowing students to experience each other's lifestyles as well as learn a different
language and culture.Unfortunately, as a result of the novel coronavirus pandemic
the exchanges of 2020 and 2021 had to be cancelled, but in that wake, we were able —
to try a new, online cultural exchange in January of 2021. 2021 Online Exchange




